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OW that the mercury is at African
heat one ¢an appreciate the joy of &
winter in Newfoundland. And the
overheated of these sweltering times
may: the more enjoy the chill of the
ensulng narrative when assured that
it is a real experlence of everyday
people. On Octoher 3 last Mr, Jesse 8.
Courtney, # John strest business man, and
his bride, who originally resided In West
Sixty-fourth street, sailed northward from
Philadelphia on the tramp steamer Hilt,
with four passengers and a Norweglan cap-
tiain,

A week later winter was upon them. Deck
parties were snowballing each other and
lookirg at lcebergs. Guessing thelr weight
dnd hearing them explode were among the
sports of the voyage,

Mr. Courtney’s destination was Filley Isl-
dnd, in Notre Dams Bay, on the Labrador
side of Newloundéand. His mission was to
investigate certain pyrite mines there, and
‘he expected to return in two or three weeks.
But zero weather came early and navigation
closed hefore November 15. He was obliged
to spend the winter there, and has come
home bristling with interesting storles of
that particular corner of the world.

To begin with, Newfoundland has the same
population as Newark, N. J. If that clty
weare expanded to 43,000 sguare miles and
towed opposite the mouth of the Gulf of Bt
Lawrence, then turned into a howling wilder-
ness and covered with mountains, lakes and
forests, it would be like Newfoundland,
famous for mines, icebergs and godfish.
It is probably the only country in the world
where you can put down wells and pump up
cod liver oll instead of pelrolenm.

Mr. Courtney found it an extraordinary
land of iceand fish. By the middle of Oelo-
ber the scenery was frozen solid and clergy-
men were doing parish work on snow shoes.
With vast forests an every side, lazy men,
rather than build warm log houses, with
Lig fireplacez and pine knots for fuel, were
content to freeze with little rattietrap shest-
iron stoves in their gaping board cabins.

Mr. Courtney and wife had the only de-
cent house on -the island, and that was a
wratohed affair. But it was the wonder of
miners because it had a brick chimney, with
no stovepipe ahove the roof. The wind blew
so0 hard through the cracks as to rip up the
carpet as fast as it could be nalled to the
floor.

One day a blizgard not only blew it up, but
Tolled the carpet up in bales and banged
them into the corner. It was the only car-
pet In hundreds of mlles and a great curl-
osity. As little or no wirk Is done during
the long semi-Arctic winters, ernough pro-
visions have to be stored in summer to last
from November to the middle of June,

One of the features of the front yards of
the settlement was the ocean brezking the
fge Into blocks the size of Pullman cars,
which In furn were hurled on shore with
the noise of a bombardment,

When New York was bathed in the hazy
blue of Indian summer the snow was level
with the house tops along Notrs Dame Bay.
The dogs and goats took advantage of it,
mounted the roofs and every night curled
themselves to sleep around the stove pipes
sticking through the shingles of the miners’
cabins. In fact, Mrs. Couriney saw thase
animals after the bllzzard holding their pawa
and hoofs over the hot pipes, thawing out
thelr fect after a wild nlght of zero storm.

Sardines for Dogs

The chief food all the year round for na-
tives and dogs is dried sardines. These fish
in schools are scooped in by the millions, and,
with the cod fish brought from the hanks,
salted and smoked. As fish is the only food
of chickens, pigs and goats (which furnish
milk), both flesh and milk are so sally and
odorois that visitors can hardly stomach a
meal on their first arrival. There Ig neither
whiskey nor coffee—tea is the only drink.

"How we longed for the Waldorf,"” said
Mres. Courtney, “after one of those horribly
over salted, smoked meals—everything abso-
Tute brine. Our only bread was ship hard-
tack, mashed and soaked into a ¢ompound
called ‘brulse,’ so riamed because it's made
of brulsed ship's bread. It iz eaten with or
without fish. The best cod sells at one and
a half cents a pound, salmon at five cents,
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or a twenly pound flsh for ten cents. But
these delicacles are for rich people. The
populace at large lives on smoked smelts
or sardines,

“There are only two Horses on the island.
Dogs and oxen are the beasts of burden,
All night long, particularly at meal time,
the dogs howl in hunger. We were 120 miles
from the nearest railroad station, The mail
Was supposed to come once a week, and it
dld until winter set In. While the lce in
the bay was only three or foup feet thick,
the big ice boats broke it by sheer weight.”

After the middle of November dogs car-
ried the mallg, but later the weather becamse
g0 Intense and the anow so deep that sll
communleation with the world was cloged
for weeks and months.

One mail carrier, George Gillard, while
awaiting the snowed up train, lost nearly all
hig dogs. As they starved and froze he fod
them to the survivors. His own feet were
frozen and he barely escaped allve.

There is sickness, of courss, at times, but
it is almost Impossible to get a doctor unless
he happens to be In the nelghborhood. There
Is but one physician for six hundred Inhabi-
tants. The aother doctor is ninety mlles
away. When not patching up the frozen
limbs of patlents he la travelling on snow
shoes trying to keep his own from freezing,

No intoxicating llguors are sold on Pll-
ley's Island. The nearest saloon Is 350 miley
away, at 5t. Johns. The onp resident Meth-
odist clergyman has a district forty miles
wide and he preaches In & place but once in
six weeks.

The Episcopal parish is forty by eighty
miles In extent, The rector has walked
eighty miles on snow shoes to marty a
couple. The Salvation Army is there In
force, with a staff of eleven officers, and the
slnners are seattered about the country for
a distance of 850 miles.

As a rule, the natives are very Illiterate;
few can rtead, much less write, The
weather was 8o cold that school had to be
closed for weeks at a thme. Hvery puplil
must bring a load of wood to school each
marning. People are indolent by nature, and
instancea are related where & man with a
big house began using his dwelling for fue!
until only one room was left.

Howy He Kept Warm.

When he wanted fresh wood he took his
axeé and chopped off a chunk of the house,
Finally the family were packed Into the one
little room so closely that they kept allve
by the heat of thelr hodies until winter
broke.

Such was the condition of affalrs wher
the almanac announced the arrival of spring,
and on March 6§ Mr. Courtney and his wife
prepared to leave by dog traln for the near-
est rallroad station. The snow was satill
twenty feet deep, and the sali water ice a
solld floor where tha surf ought to roll
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Adventures of a Linen * Duster” and a Dress Suit in the Old World.

of mine a few years ago,” remarked o

Chicago man who had been interview-

ing the steward of the smoking room of
the Bt. Louls sufficiently to become some-
what garrulous, “and 1 never had so much
fun In my e,

“Some soclety ‘sUcker’ had Informed my
friend that a dress suit was [ndispensable to
a man over the water, and He Had lald in
one Of the best confections of the New York
tallor. He had become imbued with the idea
that no sentleman could sit down to dinner
In a foreign hotel or go Into ‘a place of pub-
lle amusement on the Contlnenl withbut
being Incrusted in a clawhammer,

“It was our first trip abroad, but I hagd
observed the injunctions of an experienced
friend apd carried no more haggage than 1
would reqguire in a two weeks' journey in the
States—the gingle business suit I hud on and
the limited changes of linen that suggest the
laundry twice a weell,

"My young friend was from Indiana and
wore over his travelling suit the conventlonal
long talled lnen duster of the Hoosler ex-
curgionist. In a blg vallse that weighed a
ton he had provided agalnst every conceiv-
able exlgency that might happen to a man
in an unelvillzed country; in a bulky rectan-

| WAS dolng the Continent with a friend
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twenty feet high. lcebergs came thundering

In, breakiag 08 W08 Wil LErruig eresd
G4 tlud. Jowe'lahd,
Indeed, It was relate® by one of the

heaviest tea drinkers that during the bliz-
zdrd icebergs came salling up the principal
street of a certain northern settlement.

A retired sea captain heard a noise in the
night and thought the goats were bulting
the door to get In from the storm. Next
morning he found that Icebergs had seooped
out a part of the town, landed a stone guarry
in one yard and a thousand tons of frozen
fish in another, while half & mile distant a
sawmill had been shoved Into the cemetery—
in fact, the whole town changed amazingly.

Mr. Courtney sald he saw no such fce-
bergs come ashore, for icebergs a mile high
would be nine miles deep, but he did see rows
of them in places dotting the coast like
lighthouses.
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gular package reposed an extra sult of
clothes and that dress sult as it came from
the hands of the Gotham fabricator, and he
was thus equally preparsd for the most ef-
fete speial conditions of modern Hurope.
The latter was done up in stout brown paper
and reinforced by the ordinary shawl straps.

“I was to join him on a certaln day at a
certain rallway station in Paris for the trip
through Itzly, both of us having ‘done’
London and Parls separately. We mat
punctually at the hour, the same as If the
appointment hud been made only over night,
ingtead of a couple of months previously in
Chicago.

“Well, =ir, the sensation my friend made
in thot crowded Parls statlon could never
have been equalled by the wild man of Bor-
neo. He was a tall man and that linen
duster awooped down to within slx Inches
of the pavement. I'm dead certain thal a
man in his night shirt, which that garment
strongly suggested, would not have attracted
more attentlon, People stared at us, the
women almost bursting wilh suppressed
merriment, the men apparently staggered
out ‘of their customary nonchalance. I
wouldn't have notleed such an apparition,
perhaps, In a Chicags station, but here it
fairly knocked the breath out of me, Then,

A dog express train of {hirty of the best
animals was made up, with thres zuides
for pilots. A speclal sled, extra long, was
bullt for Mrs. Courtney to sleep on at full
length. Enough dried fish, with provislons
for all, was ecarried to give the dogs one
medl a day during the trip. -

By Dog Express.

The party, mounted on snow shoes, with
Mrs. Courtney in the sled, leff Pillay's
Island on Friday morning at nine o'clock
BSnow scon fell, and nine Inches was the
record that day., 'The first camp, nine miles
distant, was made in three hours, but It
was nightfall when they reached the next
camp, with disaster at hand. Bomme one had
stolen the stove., There was no wood and
no axe to chop any with, so they had to
push on through the mnight and storm
eighteen miles further.

in my pleasure at meetlng my friend, who ;
was a cracking good fellow, I immediately }

forgot all about it.

“When we struck the Italian frontier and
the custom house officials went through us
I learned about the dress sult for the first

time, My little bag was chalked without
much examination, but ‘the officlaly com-
pelled my friend te open his bundie and

shake out his dress suit for their admira-
tion, 1 saw that it had never been worn.
Fhey also made him pull out his fine linen—
not so much, apparently, with the susplelon
that he was a smuggler as o afford them ex-
cuse for contemplating the eonstruction of
the linen duster and speculating on its prob-
able orlgin, They caneed him to unbutton
It under the pretext that Its ample folds
might conceal dutiable goods, but, really, I
believed, to sée if he had his clothes on he-
neath it.

“That duster and the dress suit from that
time on furnished me with constant enter-
talnment. When we entered a hotel the
waiters fell back aghast before us. My
friend climbed the leaning tower at Pisa anil
when he waved hils arms to me, whers 1
leaned agalnst an old chiirch below, the poo-
ple gathered about ecurlously—they thought
it a Meslem priest beckoning the Imaginary

It should be explalned that these camps
have been established by the government for
mall ‘earriers, and are supposed to be pro-
vided with stoves, fuoel and protection
ageinst the intense cold. The stealing of
the stove was considared ‘a dastardly act,
justifying summary lynching, but tha thief
did not remain for the lynehing.

It was one o'clock in the morning when,
near exhaustion, the poor dogs, whining and
¢hoking, reached the third camp, Here {hey
were Ted their first meal since morning—sait
sardines at that. In their ggonizing thirst
gnd hunger they ate snow until their mouths
bled. Thelr weary feet also, bled, and the
guldes, who had been travelling on snow-
shoes all day and half the nlght, were as
tired ‘asz any of the rest—all “dead beat™ and
glad of smoked flash and then, far away
dreams,

Mr, Courtney's party were better provided,
Before starting he had arringed for supplies
to he forwarded from the south. He re-
calved a lot of frozen turkey, some genulne
coftes, with nther dellcacies. Afier a hearty
meal they threw themselves on plles of moss
and pine boughs and fell asleep, the guldes
taking turns sitting up to replénlsh fires, and
all were huddled together in the smal] log
cabin.

Too Cold for Wolwes

The extraordinary statement is made that
no wolves were In the forest to howl, the
intengely cold weather having driven them
anuth. Barly next mdrnitig the travellers
were awakened by the dogs erying for some-
thing to eat, and when they began break-
fast the animals whined so piteously that,
despite protest from the guldes, Mrs. Court-
ney threw them a liftle food. Result, dogs
so demormd!zed for a time that they refused
to move. Then she understood why they
are fed but onece & ‘day. Theo animals fn-
ished breakfast by eating spow and the cav-
alcade started off, leaving bloody tracks of
the dogs on the wintry trall. Tt was ex-
plained that dogs are fed only dt nleht and

faithful to prayer. The unbidden tears in my
eyes strengthened this supposition. As for
the dress suit, it was pulled out at every
frontier and admired.

“In Switzerland we got a sudden wetting
down several times, my singie umbrella be- |
ing Insufficient to protect more than our
heads and shoulders, The tall of the duster

becuime bedraggled, lke the tall of a wet
chicken, while the brown paper on the dress
sult became reduced to pulp and went to
pieces under the very next custom houvse of-
fleer. Meanwhile, my friend scemed to en-
joy the humor of the situation and we had
many a hearty laugh fogether. In fart, nne’
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day in a mountain shower, of which we re-
ceived more than our proportion, owing to
the dress suit and duster, the tall of which
then more closely respmbled a disheloth, get-
ting tangled wp with a fatl jolly looking
Swiss lady. as we squeezed up tha gpiral
stairway leading to the imperial of o
mountalh tram car, we laughed s0 enthusi-
dgtically that the whole crowd cnught the
Infection and, withoot knowing what we |
were laughing at, fairly sereamed. For my- !

self, T reslly wept from oxcess aof mivthl
““Well, sir, you should have seon that—
Highbdll, steward; and say! don't make h—l

thera!"

| night there were many feebergs,

e

only onee in twenty-four hours, otherwisa
they would get torpid and not make time or
speed.

During the first day out, the teall had been
over a chain of lakes frozen twenty or thirty
feet deep, thay belng of fresh water, with
grand mountains rising white and menacing
all around. On the followlng day the trail
ran through forests, the ‘“'blaged”" ‘trees
showing the roule to be followed. There
were no more “eamps” and luncheon was
eaten under the gheltar of furest trees.

At last, as dusk was settling down, they
came in sight of a house. Tt was the resi-
dence of the ralfroad agent's family. Mr.
Courtney and wife were given guarters In
the house, the only one there, where they
were to awalt a speclal train eoming with
provisions to réscue not only them, but the
caplaing of a fAshing flest recently smashad
by the fee during the bllzzard, and who had
been snowed up for thirty-five days in the
interlor. As the chief government bakery
of the island was near them, they fortu-
nately bad plenty to eat while waiting for
rellaf,

Neawfoundland Ra lroading

The housa where My, Courtney waa quar-
fered had only two rooms—a sitting. room
and kitehen, opening Into a llttle stable shel.
tering the private eow of the rallway agent.,
Mre. Courtney learned that she wag the
stcond woman who had come that WAy
within six manthe.

In two days the gpeelal traln arrived from
the coast, It had a big rotary snow plough,
a dining room car, a eleeper and plenty of
nrovisions,

Taking on board Mr. Cotirtney and wifea,
the conductor pushed on to the train that
had been snowbound for five weeks. The
passengers were crazy with joy, hugged vach
other llke women. Then evervbody was in-
vited to dinner. Intn the Pullman dining
car they crowded. the happiest lot of pll=-
grims on earth, They could hardly helieve
their eves when they saw fat, julcy steaks
with eggs, real coffee, hot and =teaming, and
with the only milk that they had had in aix
months that did not taste of smoked fish
and salt herring.

It was still 817 miles to St. John, The way
was tortuous and the track rough, but after
thirty hours of “bucking’” snow drifta they
reached the end of thelr Journey. It was
the first train In =ix months that had
crosserd the Island, and 'the whole town
turned out to welcome them. Everybody
wag invited to the lee palace, where a fes-
tival was In progress, and given an ovation,
Home snd Fair Weath r

After feasting and sightsecing for

days, they saw the queer litfle stef::g:
Glencoe come to carry them home, It wam
the first boat to break through the fce for
wenks, With happy leave tikings they set
sail for southern wnaters, During the first
The s

wig bolsterous, and the rescued cnp:alf:.
after their sad experiences, were still Tear-
ful of danger and remalned on deck all night
wiatching the movement of the stupendous
itk masses, lboming up and recading like
phantom mountain peaks, unti] at last the
ship entered clear seas. Then the captaln
put on steam, and winter and st r

left behind. Bt 5
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